RFP2016-08 Delaware Science and Social Studies Assessments. — Sample matrix design being considered by DDOE.
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Items on Form A and
Form B are parallel
(aligned to the same
blueprint) allowing

performance between
and among students
and populations of
students.

Anchor items are identical on
all forms and are used for
equating purposes. Forms
MUST be equated if ANY

comparison is to be made at all.

Each student will receive a
random matrix sampling of
remaining standards to
ensure sufficient content
coverage across the
population while reducing
the assessment burden for
any one student. Every
student will receive a
different mix of
items/standards in this
section.
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The combined score of
anchor items and the
standard form provides a
score that can be compared
between students, schools,
districts and states---thus an
accountability score.

Because item clusters limit the number
of standards that can be addressed per
item set, it is important to increase the
range of content coverage through
matrix sampling. Overall
content/standards attainment
(improvement) year to year can be
achieved by looking at large (state)
population data. This information can
be used in curriculum, instruction and
professional development decisions on
an annual basis.



